Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
The Changing Role of the Escort
The MV-22 has the ability to be more than just a replacement for the Marine Corps medium lift assault support platform. The conversion mode allows the MV-22 to operate at airspeeds and altitudes that its predecessor, the CH-46E helicopter, was performance-limited in achieving. When converting from helicopter-mode to tiltrotor mode, the MV-22 is able of rapidly accelerating to airspeeds in excess of 250 nautical miles per hour (Kts).
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Operating at these speeds allow the aircraft to not only build horizontal speed, but also to climb in altitude, creating separation from the threat envelopes of many surface-to-air weapons systems.
In fact, the MV-22 is capable of climbing well above the service ceiling of the CH-46E with the only limiting factor being its payload: if carrying troops, the MV-22 must remain below 13,000 feet mean sea level (MSL) to avoid depleting oxygen levels. 
Rotary-Wing Escort
The AH-1W "Cobra" attack helicopter is the predominant choice for rotary-wing escort in Marine Corps aviation operations. While the UH-1N "Huey" utility helicopter is used as an escort in a limited capacity, the AH-1W is the airframe of choice because of its speed and firepower.
In the attached escort role, AH-1W escort flights affix themselves to assault packages to provide cover and observation during flight operations in hostile environs.
The AH-1W can also serve in the detached escort role when the situation calls for the escort flight to move along a route in advance of the assault package.
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The AH-1W will match airspeeds and fly along a route with its elements "welded" to the assault package, keeping close formation on the flight so that it can protect the assault aircraft from hostile attacks along the route of flight. 
Fixed-Wing Escorts
The role of fixed-wing aircraft as escorts to the MV-22 to date has been utilized with several thousand feet separation between the flight elements. must be tested and developed along these lines.
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Development of these tactics, techniques, and procedures must ensure that assault support aircraft are protected and enabled to function in support of MAGTF operations.
Expanding the Role of the MV-22
In order to maximize the capabilities of the MV-22, consideration should be given to expanding its role beyond the realm of medium lift assault support by adding several non-traditional missions that would provide the MAGTF commander with more options. Alternatively, these views are refuted by some who believe adding non-standard mission sets to the Osprey detract from its original conception as a medium-lift assault support platform; specifically ship to objective maneuver and tactical delivery of troops. But adding these capabilities and mission-sets only further enhances ship to objective maneuver and provides the MAGTF commander with options and tools to achieve tactical and strategic success on the battlefield.
Conclusion
The MV-22 Osprey brings new challenges and possibilities to Marine Corps aviation operations. Because of its unique capabilities, the Osprey has the possibility to develop into a versatile, utility-type role with an expanded mission-essential task list, rather than serving solely as the new medium lift assault support platform.
However, the escort role must be addressed in order to better employ the Osprey as an assault support platform.
It is up to assault support planners, weapons and tactics instructors (WTI's), and innovative aviators to further develop tactics, techniques, and procedures that will maximize the capabilities of this aircraft while fully integrating it into Marine Corps aviation operations.
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